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whether I thought His Excellency should see them. They
would generally be asked to dine at Government House, and
I would also be bidden at the same time, and told to come
early and see Lord Mayo before dinner. I would generally
find him in his dressing-room, and whilst he was giving the
finishing touches to his toilette I would tell him what I
knew of the guests, so that His Excellency might be able to
talk with them sympathetically after dinner. On these occa-
sions I would invariably find the dressing-room already in
the possession of Terence, Lord Mayo's favourite little son,
who, knowing this to be the only time in the afternoon that
his father was disengaged, would always demand admittance.
He was invariably perched up on the top of a high chest of
drawers, which gave him plenty of opportunity of observing
and chattering, but did not admit of his roving about.
*fi Well, tell me all about it," would say Lord Mayo. The
first time I rather hesitated, Terence being in possession.
" Oh, if s Terence you are thinking of, is it ? Why, Terry-boy,
you are my confidant, are you not ? You are quite discreet,
too, ainft you ? Well, let us get on." And after that Terence
was always a party to the deliberations, and would sit quite
quiet until the time came for him to be helped off the chest
of drawers, stood up on a chair, and permitted to assist in
putting on his father's star, a great and regularly demanded
treat.

Another Governor-General, for Viceroys were unknown
until Lord Canning's time, had a confidant in the big room
adjoining, which from Lord Wellesley's day had always been
the Governor-General's study. During Lord Bufferings reign
Lord and Lady Connemara arrived on a visit to the Viceroy.
She was the daughter of the great Lord Dalhousie, and had
been at Government House with him as a girl. On the day
of her arrival I was seated opposite Lady Connemara and the
Viceroy at dinner. She said to Lord Dufferin, c* Tell me, is
the Governor-General's room still the large one down that
passage to the right ?" Lord Dufferin assented, saying that.
It faauj ever been sacred to the head of the Government. : /She,,